Consumer and Community Advisory Council
c/- The UWA School of Population health M431
Clifton Street Campus
Nedlands WA 6009
Monday April 4th 2011

Dear All,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Consumer and Community Advisory Council at the UWA School of Population Health to bring to your attention an important issue that we believe has the potential to have a detrimental affect on all Australians.

Recently the Council was advised of impending cuts in the next Federal budget of up to $400 million in spending on health and medical research. As you can imagine if this does come to fruition the long term effects of such a decision on future health outcomes and costs will be immense. Decisions like this will also have a negative effect on Australia’s research capabilities both nationally and internationally. 
At the same time the Council was also made aware of a campaign ‘ Discoveries Needs Dollars’, which has been mounted to alert politicians to community concerns about the ramifications of such a short sighted decision.

I would like to invite you to join the Council in raising your concerns. The campaign website offers a range of ways that you can do this and I would ask that you please visit http://www.discoveriesneeddollars.org/home/ to add your support to this campaign. 
It is very important that as many people as possible, who have an interest in or the potential to benefit from health and medical research, voice their concerns about these decisions that will have far-reaching consequences to all Australians. 
Thank you in anticipation of your support.

Yours sincerely
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Barbara Daniels
Chairperson

