HEALTH CONSUMERS COUNCIL 

CONSUMER REPRESENTATIVE MEETING REPORT 2010/11
One of the important aspects of consumer representation on committees is sharing the information with other consumers. The Health Consumers’ Council requests a brief report no longer than one page and in dot point format from each consumer representative on the activities of the committee/s they are currently on of have been participating in.  
Please fill out a report for each committee you have been a member of during the last year.
Representative’s Name: Jennifer Cramer
Name of the Committee: Pap Smear Credentialing Committee
Purpose of the Committee:

Review and recommend registered nurse applicants for pap smear credentialling
Length of time you have sat on the committee: Three years
What consumer issues have you raised on the committee?

Consumer issues are a fundamental concern for this expert committee. There are strict requirements for credentialing including appropriate and current qualification and Pap smear results that are monitored and reported to the committee by PathWest.  
What was the result?

My input and comments from a consumer perspective are invited on each applicant. 

Has the committee discussed any items of interest to the Health Consumers’ Council?

A current aspect of Pap smear credentialing under review is the duration. That is, whether or not those nurses who have completed three years as pap smear providers and re-apply should then be granted permanent credentialing. A concern for consumers is the updating of skills needed as Pap smear providers. (Medical practitioners are not required to undertake a similar Pap smear credentialing process)
Would you be willing to present at the Health Issues Group in 2011 or write an article for Health Matters?
I would be willing to present a brief report to the Health Issues Group. At this time the committee do not physically meet together since applications are dealt with by email. 
Please return report to Caroline Rugdee
Email:

caroline.rugdee@hconc.org.au 
Fax:

9221 5435
Mail:

FREEPOST GPO Box C134 PERTH WA 6839
Return by:
7 January 2010
