HEALTH CONSUMERS COUNCIL 

CONSUMER REPRESENTATIVE MEETING REPORT 2010/11
One of the important aspects of consumer representation on committees is sharing the information with other consumers. The Health Consumers’ Council requests a brief report no longer than one page and in dot point format from each consumer representative on the activities of the committee/s they are currently on of have been participating in.  
Please fill out a report for each committee you have been a member of during the last year.
Representative’s Name: Prudence Ford

Name of the Committee: Western Australian Medical Board of the Australian Medical Board
Purpose of the Committee:  To protect the public by only registering appropriately qualified people to become medical practitioners and to investigate complaints against medical practitioners.
Length of time you have sat on the committee:  About three years
What consumer issues have you raised on the committee?  Most issues considered by the Board have a consumer perspective.  Some include:
· How to ensure that overseas trained doctors have qualifications equivalent to Australian trained junior doctors;

· What experience and skill should  first year graduates from University  be required to have before they can become fully registered;

· What does the public expect of their doctor in terms of information, keeping up to date with treatments, drugs etc, communication with other members of the care team, maintaining ongoing competence?
These are just some of the issues that arise in the course of the Board’s discussions.  All need to include a consumer perspective.

What was the result?  I believe that the WA State Board of the Medical Board of Australia has a strong commitment to protecting the public and I freely contribute to these discussions.  How effective this is others will decide.
Has the committee discussed any items of interest to the Health Consumers’ Council?
Would you be willing to present at the Health Issues Group in 2011 or write an article for Health Matters?  I am always happy to discuss the role of the WA Medical Board or the Medical Board of Australia (on which I am also a member).
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