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Name of person proposing issue

Elizabeth Mills
Please give a brief description of the issue you would like to raise at the meeting

I contracted polio when I was 15 months old in 1951. My mother always told me that the govt would look after the costs involved. About 15 years ago I was told I needed a wheelchair for long distances as my spine was deteriorating. I was given the lightest model available, which weighed 15 kilos. I took up swimming 3 years ago and now use my wheelchair a lot at the pool, a minimum of three times a week. Last year my physio said I should get a different wheelchair to minimise the wear and tear on my shoulders and also it was getting too heavy to lift out of the car.
 As the providing of wheelchairs (and other equipment) now comes under the CAEP programme, it meant that I had to lie to the doctor, who then omits the truth on the form to get a new wheelchair. The CAEP provider also knows that I’m not telling the whole truth too.
Please state the concern you feel that this presents for health consumers in WA

I do not like lying, to replace an item that my doctor thought necessary 15 years ago, just because the funding source has changed. 

Is there a recommendation that you would like to make to address this concern?

The CAEP brochure states:-
The Community Aids and Equipment Program (CAEP) assists people with disabilities to stay in their own homes by:

Providing equipment eg a wheelchair on a long term basis to help with mobility within the home.
I would like this changed so that people with disabilities do not need to lie to get their equipment that will enable them to lead a fulfilling life and to stay in their home.
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