Health Consumers' Council WA Inc.

Health Issues Group

Thursday 7 October
1 pm to 3 pm
Meeting Room, Wellington Fair

40 Lord Street, East Perth
AGENDA

1
Present
2
Apologies 
3
Nomination and Election of Chair and Deputy Chair (15 mins)
4
Minutes of August Meeting (5 mins)
5
Matters Arising

5.1
HCC Report on Actions from previous minutes (10 mins)
6 Chemical Poisoning – Agnes Misztal 
7 General Business
8 Burning issues for next couple of meetings – vote on which ones go forward

9 HCC Public Forums in 2011 – Suggestions?
10
Next Meeting – Thursday 4 November
HEALTH CONSUMERS’ COUNCIL

HEALTH ISSUES GROUP

Thursday 7 October 2010

Room 18, Wellington Fair

40 Lord Street, East Perth

MINUTES

Meeting opened at 1.00 pm


1
Present

Anne Banks (Chair)

Pam Heald (Deputy Chair)

Caroline Rugdee (HCC, Minutes)
Margaret Ryan

Hope Alexander

Ian Stann

Brian Stafford

Elizabeth Solich

Colleen Wann

Iren Hunyadi

Noeline Hartley

Anne Healy

Graham Chandler

3. Nomination and Election of Chair and Deputy Chair

Nominations were called for Chair and Deputy Chair of HIG.  Ann Banks was nominated for chair and elected chair of HIG.  Margaret Ryan and Pam Healy were both nominated for Deputy Chair.   Both were invited to speak.  Ballot papers were then handed out and the HIG members voted for their choice of deputy chair. Pam Heald received the most votes and was elected deputy chair.
4. Minutes of July Meeting

· Agnes has deferred speaking at this HIG meeting due to ill health.  She has sent in a notice regarding a public forum on the topic of Ecological Restoration and Chemical Awareness held on Thursday October 21 from 7-9pm at Conservation Council, 2 Delhi Street, West Perth.  The notice was distributed at the meeting.

· HIG group requested that a follow up be taken out to check on Agnes and see how unwell she is.

5. Matters Arising

5.1   HCC Report on Actions from Previous Minutes

· Issue: Fly in Fly Out (FIFO)

· HCC contacted Neville Bruce and Susan Clifford from UWA to speak on the topic of the Impact of the Fly-in Fly-out lifestyle.  Neville Bruce and Susan Clifford have responded and have had to decline the invitation to speak at the next HIG meeting due to heavy commitments at UWA.

· HCC also Greer Bradbury from Curtin University and she was receptive towards the idea of speaking on the topic of children and the fly-in fly-out lifestyle.  Greer is checking her commitments with Curtin University and will let HCC know if she will be available to speak at the HIG meeting shortly.

· Margaret provided an article on FIFO lifestyle from “the west” online (Please find attached article “FIFO workers ‘no worse off’”)
6. Chemical Poisoning

This topic has been deferred to a later date.

7. General Business

7.1 Issues regarding the AGM

· A few members raised the issue of the 2 minute limit for speakers at the AGM as it meant that some did not have the opportunity to have their say.  

· HCC Board member responded to this and said that HCC held an executive meeting prior to AGM where limit for speakers was 2 minutes.  It was decided that this limit be enforced at the AGM and the process was explained at the beginning of the meeting.  Comments were noted and concerns will be raised as part of the general feedback on AGM.

· Members expressed disappointment in people not having the opportunity to have questions answered by Kim Snowball

· HCC Board member explained that standard procedure was that main speakers for the meeting would have half an hour to speak on the subject.  Chair of the HCC Board has no control over timetable.  In order to keep with the timetable it was necessary to impose limits on speakers.

· Those who would like to raise concerns can put their concerns forward and Kim Snowball can be invited back to answer questions at a later date,

· A member wrote to Kim Snowball expressing their concern and suggested that those who would like the opportunity to raise concerns with Kim Snowball should write in to him directly and express those concerns.

· A point was raised that nominees should have been co-opted at the meeting

· Board member responded that co-opting of members to stay as it is.  

Action: The issues raised at the HIG meeting has been noted by the Board member and is to be dealt with at the next board meeting.

· There were concerns about the need for more Home Based Community Care and Consultation and how only 2% of the government’s budget has been used for health promotion when 5% of the budget has been promised to go to that cause.   

· It was recommended that 5% of budget should go to Health Promotion as promised and that HCC write to the minister about this.  Motion passed.

· Ian Stann provided further information on this topic (Please find attached photocopies of “Government, Politics, Power and Policy in Australia”)

Action: HCC to write to the minister about using 5% of the government budget for Health Promotion

· Article on Breast Screening from Better Fares Vol 2 2007 provided by Pam Heald and to go into Health Matters

· Speakers for next meeting – Request that suggestions for speakers for HIG meeting in 2011 be included in the November HIG Agenda.

· Queries were brought up as to whether there is Advanced Advocacy Training Workshop for people who has already taken part in Advocacy Training.  To check with Michele Kosky.

· HIG person profile in Health Matters (1 paragraph)

· Pam Heald to provide a paragraph about herself for Health Matters

8. Burning issues for next couple of meetings – vote on which ones go forward

· Faculty of preventative medicine in Monash – emphasis on getting people to speak

Action: HCC to write to UWA and ask if they have such a faculty or are intending to set one up

· It was brought up that investigations should be made by the Health Department as to whether it would be feasible to provide cab charge vouchers/transport for those who do not have transport or family support and are placed in situations where they require transport in the early hours of the morning.

Action: HCC to write to the minister/ Director General of Health and request for investigations into this and a trial run to be carried out.
9. HCC Public Forums in 2011 – Suggestions?

Suggestions by members included:

· Community Exercise – do people think it’s a good idea?

· The topic of Citizen Centred Care – There was a request that someone come and speak on the topic and explain what Citizen Care is.  

· Patient First and Informed Consent

· Informing people about Advanced Health Directives

· Discussion on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· Forum on Home Assessment Community Care on how changes made at Federal Level can be improved

Meeting closed at 2.45 pm

Next meeting: Thursday 4 November 2010, 1-3pm
2.   Apologies


Lesley Dersken


Jenny Johns


Tom Benson


Fran Jones


Agnes Misztal


Bill Solich


Elena Teleko
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For questions about the Health Issues Group, please call Health Consumers’ Council on 9221 3422 or email info@hconc.org.au

