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Meeting opened at 1.00 pm
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Michele Kosky (Staff)

Yvonne Nicholson
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Donna Gibson
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2
Apologies
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Thankham Abraham

Jenny Ibrahim

Mike Watteau

Kirsten Robinson


3
Guest Speaker
Scott Lisle – Update on Fiona Stanley Hospital

Scott’s presentation was on the $1.76 billion tertiary Hospital being built at Murdoch, and is expected to be completed on schedule, in the year 2013. He explained about consultations and feedback on the construction of the hospital, parking and the layout of the site, disability access and secondary access for allied health, public transport services, in hospital transport assistance, environmental sustainability, the design of the hospital, signage as well as touched on amenities and safety issues.

· Yvonne was interested to know whether the current financial situation would affect the building of the hospital – Scott answered that the money is already available and set in a trust account earning interest.

· There were concerns about whether there would be sufficient staff and where they would employ staff. Scott answered that there was more investment in the primary care side and also they would look at the pool of staff from Royal Perth Hospital. Scott does not think that there will be problems with getting staff, such as clinical staff as there are plans and strategies to deal with recruitment and keeping staff.

· Keith asked about why there was a special room for Muslims and no exclusive room for other religions. Scott answered that it is required by law that this is done.

· Margaret asked if there was some pilot test to ensure that signage helped people navigate through the hospital better. Scott answered that that would be a good idea and will consider it.

· Anne asked about whether volunteer drivers would have to pay for parking and mentioned that it was not fair for them to have to pay since they are only helping out and waiting for patient. Scott said he will have to find out more details.

· Simone asked if the Fiona Stanley Hospital would do heart and lung transplants. Scott said they would, but liver transplant would be done at Sir Charles Gardner Hospital.

· The question of where the pick up points are, and Scott answered that pick up and drop off points were the same.

· Scott mentioned that there would be electronic medical records used in the new hospital.

· The question of whether the wards were soundproof was raised, and Scott answered that the rooms were not soundproof but would acoustically muffle sounds, and that even relatively loud sounds would be reduced.

· Lesley asked if food sold at the hospital was prepared offsite or onsite, and whether it catered for people with allergies. Scott said the food would be prepared offsite and brought in, and will be made with consideration of people with allergies.

· Joan asked if consumers will be consulted in the type of artwork that will be used in the wards. Scott said he will look into the matter.

· Michele asked about whether there would be a patient information centre to give information about the services provided because there was a lack of standardised method to provide information. Scott said there would be information available in the main spine of hospital, and information would be provided in both hard and soft copies.

4
Minutes of July Meeting

The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
Moved: Margaret Ryan
Seconded: Jenny John
CARRIED

5 Matters Arising 
5.1 
Post-Hospital discharge for people under 65

· It was discussed that there is a need for entry criteria for post-hospital discharge after 6 weeks, and those discharged were assumed to be able to self-care or have people such as family or friends to help them.

· Feedback will be collected during the April or May meeting.

· This will be an ongoing item on the agenda.
5.2

Compact Fluorescent light globes [watching brief]

· No more new information was provided.
5.3

Green Prescriptions

· This topic was presented by Hope Alexander.

· This is a New Zealand initiative to get people to be more active in the community. Doctors would prescribe patients to get physical activity from a provider. 

· The benefits seen from this project included cost safety (for cardiovascular disease), keeping people fit and healthy in the community, the perceived benefit from longer support through further prescription of Physical Activity, and the usefulness of model for indigenous people.

· Hope mentioned that the current initiatives such as Stay on your Feet WA and Living Longer, Living Stronger is not that effective. 

· Concerns on how to cover cost of program were risen, and potential solutions would be to use medicare. Costs involved will have to be considered further.

Action: HCC will send out link on topic to HIG members.
5.4

HIG Speakers for 2009

· Jean Foster will be approached to speak on “Making the most of your GP”

Action: HCC will contact and send invite letter to Jean.

· Judy Saunders could be invited to speak on Glaucoma. 

· A spokesperson from Silver Chain could be considered to talk about Hospital in Homes.

· There were not enough votes for the topic of ovarian cancer.

· Dr Tanebaum could be invited to speak on Mental Health issues such as the “EHealth” Program.

· A person from the Podiatry Association could be invited to speak.
5.5 Proposal for a Stubley inquiry

· Michele (HCC) has drafted letter addressed to the Attorney General about this matter.

1.1.     
Up-Coming Events

· There will be a Nurse Practitioner Forum on Wednesday 27 May at Floreat. Hope Alexander will be a speaker on that forum. 

· A list of events HIG members can enrol in will be available at the next HIG meeting.
2.1. General Business
2.1. New issues Presentation Page

· HIG members will be required to fill out issues presentation page before meeting if they would like time to discuss a topic during HIG. If member has presentation page, that member gets to talk on the topic for 5 minutes. A majority vote will determine if the topic is placed onto the agenda for the next HIG meeting.

· If the topic is placed onto the next meeting, the speaker gets 10 minutes to talk on it, and majority vote will determine if this issue will be progressed by staff or Board.

· Issues Presentation Pages will be distributed to all HIG members.

Action: HCC will provide Issues Presentation Page with other meeting materials before the next meeting.
2.2. Request for a review of concerns and services pertaining to Quick patient payouts by SCGH. 
Action: Jenny will present this issue for 10 minutes during the next meeting. 
2.3. Joan’s request to consider proposed changes to primary health care did not receive majority vote. It was suggested that she entered a private submission as to her feedback and recommendations to the Health Department. 

2.4. Request to look into whether it should be State responsibility to pay medical for drivers after the age of 55.

Action: Joan will present this issue for 10 minutes during the next meeting.

2.5. Request to look into the price of St John Ambulance.

Action: Keith will present this issue for 10 minutes during the next meeting.

2.6. The issue of whether private patients in public hospitals receive same standard of health care was raised, and whether CACs provided the same response to both public and private health services. 

Action: Michele (HCC) will look into this and feedback next meeting.

2.7. The issue of nurses training in patient communication was raised. Michele said that HCC presentation on “Tell Patient What’s Happening” will be given to CACs to implement in training of health care staff.

2.8. Request on the implication of Dec 31 2009 WTO changes concerning provisions and availability of vitamins and minerals. 

Action: HCC will investigate further and report back in next meeting. 
Next meeting: Thursday 2 April, 1-3pm
For questions about the Health Issues Group, please call Maxine Drake or Cheryl Rugdee on 9221 3422

